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Chairman’s Note
 

Dear friends,
 
2022-23 has been a productive year on several fronts for Tiger Watch.
 
The Village Wildlife Volunteer (VWV) tiger monitoring program has been, in true character, efficient, 
effective and committed. Along with operations in designated areas around Ranthambhore National Park, 
VWVs have continued monitoring the now-growing tiger meta-populations in the Kailadevi Wildlife 
Sanctuary(Karauli) - Sarmuthra (Dholpur) area, as well as in the newly declared Ramgarh-Vishdari Tiger 
Reserve in Bundi.
 
We can now say with great pride that the spatial reclamation of the Aravalli-Vindhyan Tiger Landscape 
(Karauli-Dholpur in the north and Mukundura Hills Tiger Reserve in the south in Kota) by tigers from 
Ranthambhore National Park (through both natural dispersals and translocations) would not have been 
possible without the tireless efforts and dedication of the Village Wildlife Volunteers.
 
It is also heartening to see great strides being made in our educational interventions.  The success of the 
Dieter & Liz Gutmann Tiger Conservation Program in the villages of Sawai Madhopur, along with the 
recent launch of the Bagh Mitra Tiger Conservation Awareness Program in the districts of Karauli and 
Bundi, a CSR initiative of Petronet LNG Ltd. has shown that TW now, truly has mass outreach in local 
communities.
 
It is equally encouraging to see that the Mogya Education and Baagh Pari Programs have now evolved 
to also provide vocational training in addition to providing a formal education to Mogya children. It is a 
practical approach to weaning the community off poaching. On that note, I would like to especially thank 
Divya Khandal of Dhonk, Anjali Patel Mehta of Verandah (also a board member of TW) and the Clothing 
Manufacturers Association of India (CMAI) for stepping up to provide material support to this initiative.
 
While this was a year of tremendous growth and success, tragedy nonetheless struck in the form of the 
untimely demise of Aditya ‘Dicky’ Singh. Aditya was celebrated all over the world for his wildlife photogra-
phy, especially his photographs of the tigers of Ranthambhore. Aditya also partnered with Tiger Watch in 
some of our early interventions and remained a fearless advocate for the tigers of Ranthambhore as well as 
a vocal supporter of Tiger Watch. On behalf of all of us at Tiger Watch, I would like to extend our sincerest 
condolences to Aditya’s friends and family, especially to his wife Poonam and daughter, Nyra.
 
I would like to thank the board for their continuing support. I would also like to thank and commend 
Dharmendra and the entire field team for building Tiger Watch into what it is today.
My deep gratitude to all of our donors and supporters for their continued faith, support and for all their 
encouragement to Tiger Watch.
 

Iskander Lalljee
Chairman 
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Secretary’s Note

Dear friends,

It gives me great pleasure to see that Tiger Watch has continued to not only thrive,  but continued to realize 
goals and expand upon them.

I am particularly pleased with the launch of the Dieter & Liz Gutmann Tiger Conservation Program with 
the support of old friends and supporters from Germany, Dieter & Liz Gutmann. The Conservation Aware-
ness wing of this program currently covers village schools on the peripheries of Ranthambhore National 
Park and Sawai Mansingh Sanctuary. That is almost 12000 students! The awareness material prepared in 
Hindi is also the first of its kind in the country. A pioneering endeavour indeed!

Through the auspices of the Dieter & Liz Gutmann Tiger Conservation Program, Tiger Watch also made 
another dent this year in the realm of science and research, with the publication of peer-reviewed research 
papers that focused on the occurrence or lack thereof of key species that also serve as indicators of trends 
in climate change.  I must also commend the Rajasthan Biodiversity Network, an initiative launched by 
one of our younger board members, Abhimanyu Golcha, for playing a role in disseminating these findings 
online in both Hindi and English. 

The launch of the Bagh Mitra Tiger Conservation Awareness Program in the districts of Bundi and Karauli 
as a CSR initiative of Petronet LNG Ltd. was another significant development in our education portfolio, 
and one that will see our engagement with local communities scale up even more significantly in crucial 
areas for the tiger’s future in this landscape.

As expected, under Dharmendra’s direction longstanding programs such as the Village Wildlife Volun-
teers and the Mogya Education Program have continued to prove their mettle. With the  Village Wildlife 
Volunteers recently monitoring crucial emerging tiger metapopulations in Karauli-Dholpur and Bundi 
(Ramgarh-Vishdari Tiger Reserve).  It is the development of these metapopulations that will ensure the  
complete reclamation of the tiger’s historical range in the Aravalli-Vindhyan Tiger Landscape.
This year we also sadly lost Aditya ‘Dicky’ Singh, who, besides being a remarkable wildlife photographer 
whose photographs of the tigers of Ranthambhore bewitched millions all over the world for years, was a 
vocal ally of Tiger Watch and fearless advocate of all things Ranthambhore. A true Tiger Warrior is now 
laid to rest. He will be sorely missed, and on behalf of Tiger Watch, I express our sincerest condolences to 
his family and friends.

 I already wrote earlier of some new and exciting programs launched by our trustees and  how they have 
enhanced Tiger Watch’s impact on this landscape. Chairman Iskander Lalljee has truly demonstrated ex-
emplary leadership and taken Tiger Watch to new heights. Thanks to Dharmendra for his awesome leader-
ship in the field that has brought Tiger Watch to this enviable position in the field of wildlife conservation. 
I am in deep gratitude to the other trustees, Goverdhan, Punit, Anjali,  Abhimanyu,  Sachin, Ishan, Soonoo,  
and Ajay for their never ending support. I also wish to thank our CA Rinkesh Khunteta of Ajay  Kumar 
Viijayvergia & Associates for his prompt & timely accounting, auditing and filing of returns etc. 

Finally, my thanks to all the donors and the Forest Department for their support. 

Ashutosh Mahadevia
 Secretary 
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Protecting Wildlife: 
NGO Tiger Watch’s Impact in 

the Aravalli-Vindhyan Tiger Landscape 
Ranthambhore is one of the most popular tiger reserves in India. Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve (RTR) is 
located at the junction of the Aravalli and the Vindhyan hill ranges and this juxtaposition of hill ranges 
is perhaps the reason behind the uniquely rich bio-diversity of the Ranthambhore.  ‘Project Tiger’ was 
launched here in April 1973. It was one of the first nine parks to be designated a Tiger Reserve. This meant 
that the tiger’s habitat had to be managed efficiently in order to prevent further damage to the ecosystem 
and to facilitate the recovery of the ecosystem back to its inviolate natural state. The reserve is situated in 
the S-E part of Rajasthan and spreads over 3 districts viz. Sawai Madhopur, Karauli & Bundi. On the east-
ern side of the reserve is the  Chambal river. The  Banas river divides the reserve into 2 parts. The N-E part 
of the Kailadevi WLS and  the S-E part forms the Ranthambhore National Park. The total area of the Ranth-
ambhore Tiger Reserve is 1473.554sq.km, out of which 1113.364 sq.km. has been notified, as Critical Tiger 
Habitat. Apart from this, the remaining 360.19 sq. kms of RTR is a de facto buffer area.

The concerted conservation efforts led by Tiger Watch in collaboration with the Rajasthan Forest Depart-
ment have yielded remarkable results, significantly boosting the tiger population and expanding their 
habitat into nearby regions. This success has also led to a surge in tourism, inspiring neighbouring areas to 
proactively enhance their tiger conservation efforts. Elected officials, activists, stakeholders in the tourism 
industry, and dedicated forest officials came together to brainstorm and implement a comprehensive plan. 
Over the past two years, their collaborative efforts have resulted in doubling the expanse of protected tiger 
habitats along the entire stretch.

Over the past decade, significant strides have been taken in the formal establishment of the Mukandara Hill 
Tiger Reserve (MHTR). In the most recent five years, substantial efforts have been diligently focused on the 
reintroduction and augmentation of the tiger population within this area.
Furthermore, the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) recently declared the establish-
ment of two additional tiger reserves, namely the Ramgarh Vishdhari Tiger Reserve (RVTR) and the 
Dholpur-Karauli Tiger Reserve (DKTR). This significant development has had a profound impact on the 
connectivity and ecological harmony of the entire region, particularly with regard to the Ranthambhore 
Tiger Reserve (RTR).
In light of these developments, the RTR, MHTR, DKTR, and RVTR can now be rightfully considered as 
integral components of a larger and more expansive landscape known as the “Greater Ranthambhore” or 
the “Aravalli-Vindhyan Hills Tiger Landscape.”
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Tiger Watch
Tiger Watch, established in 1998, is a non-governmental organization dedicated to the preservation of 
wildlife in the Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve and its surrounding regions in Rajasthan, India. The organi-
zation’s inception was driven by the urgent need for support during the challenging times faced by Ranth-
ambhore in the 1990s.
At the heart of Tiger Watch’s formation was Mr. Fateh Singh Rathore, a passionate advocate for Ranthamb-
hore’s wildlife and natural heritage. Even after retiring from his role as Field Director of the tiger reserve, 
he remained deeply committed to the cause. With the invaluable support of fellow conservationists and 
friends like Mr. Ashutosh Mahadevia, Mr. Rishad Naoroji of Godrej, and Mr. Julieo Rebero, the Police DG 
of Punjab, this NGO came into existence.
Tiger Watch has consistently been at the forefront of conservation efforts. Their activities span a wide spec-
trum, including anti-poaching initiatives, wildlife monitoring, biodiversity research, community engage-
ment, support to the forest department, and rehabilitation programs for the traditional hunting commu-
nity known as the “Mogya.” The organization also plays a crucial role in providing compensation for cattle 
losses to mitigate human-wildlife conflicts, setting a commendable example as an effective and efficient 
conservation unit.
Through its unwavering dedication and collaborative efforts, Tiger Watch continues to make a significant 
impact on safeguarding the rich wildlife and natural heritage of the Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve and its 
surroundings.
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Late Fateh Singh Rathore
(Founder)

Ranthambhore was the place that brought the tiger to 
the consciousness of the world. Fateh Ji (1938-2011) 

brought glory to Ranthambhore, and made it the 
celebrated Tiger Reserve it is today. He served as 
Ranthambhore’s Field Director and later founded 
Tiger Watch. He firmly believed in working with 
people to save the tiger and in a country that is 1 

billion strong, his people centric approach is the only 
one that worked.
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Mogya Education 
Program

The Mogyas are a semi-nomadic traditional hunting 
community from Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. 
In the past, they used to accompany local rulers on 
hunting expeditions and provided protection to 
crops. After the introduction of the Wildlife 
Protection Act of 1972, their traditional profession 
became illegal. The complete lack of other 
professional skills and formal education  resulted in 
their being relegated to the periphery of the 
society. However, due to excellent tracking and 
shooting skills, they were roped into  organised 
wildlife crime. Since the declaration of 
Ranthambhore as a protected area, law enforcing 
agencies consider them  a threat to wildlife.

Supported by 
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Mogya Education Program 

Tiger Watch with the core objective of the  protection of wildlife in and around Ranthambhore Tiger Re-
serve (RTR) since 1998, played an important role in the conservation of tiger in Ranthambhore. Since the 
very  beginning Tiger Watch has been involved in anti-poaching. While doing this work, the  need to tack-
le  the long term involvement of the Mogya community in poaching was realized. Due to their  semi-no-
madic nature, formal education was almost unheard of among the  Mogyas.
Formal education is the key to opening many doors and breaking  free from poverty. Without education, 
it is difficult to live a life of dignity. Considering the fact that education is a key instrument for social and 
economic change in society, Tiger Watch decided to educate the Mogyas for the future of  both wildlife and 
the community.

Tiger Watch started the Mogya Education Programme (MEP) in 2006. Most of  the students  in the pro-
gram are  first generation learners. It was initially difficult to convince  members of the Mogya community 
to enrol their students in the progtam. In the beginning, there were 9 students,  there are  now  165 Stu-
dents from the Mogya community in the program.
After a humble beginning with a batch of 9 Mogya children in 2006 in spartan premises generously provid-
ed by a progressive Forest Ranger, the program has grown from strength to strength and now boasts 165 
children under its wing.

The objectives of this education program are:

1) Sustain the younger generations of the Mogya community and help them stand toe to to toe
with their peers and be accepted in conventional society.
2) Provide a quality education, which will lead to job opportunities in the mainstream for the community.
3) Creating awareness within the community and bridging gaps.
4) Guiding them away from their traditional hunting work, therefore weaning them off poaching by pro-
viding them with an education.
5) Education is an integral part of the Tiger Watch Reform Program, as it would impact the next genera-
tions of the community organically after the first generation.

Educaion centers: 

Ever since the onset of COVID -19, we have shifted the program to a model of home- schooling where 6 
teachers (one of them a former Village Wildlife Volunteer) travel to village settlements to teach the Mogya 
students.

1. Laxmipura 
2. Hindwad 
3. Halonda
4. Kyada kalan 
5. Badi Ka Chhahara 
6. Kemlya _ Rampuria 
7. Mui Khedli 
8. Roshanpura 

This programme has successfully completed 18 years of growth and progress. We are supported by 
Sud-Chemie India ( Mr Iskander Lalljee who serves as our Chairman). 
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Mogya Education Program 
Initiative for Underprivileged Children

Key Statistics

1. A total of 165 underprivileged Mogya community children study 
at the Tiger Watch Centers.
2. Out of these, 120 children also attend regular schools.
3. Prior to this program, only 20 children were registered in 
schools, who occasionally attend school.
4. Total 7 teachers teach at different 8 centers.
5. Among the students, there are 72 girls.
6. It has been 18 years since initiating this program.
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  Baagh Pari Program
Empowering Mogya girls through education & 

skill development 

Supported by:   
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Baagh Pari 
For many years, we were often questioned on our inability to include girls from the Mogya 
traditional hunting tribe in the Mogya Education Program. In response, we cited socio-cul-
tural reasons for the aversion of Mogya parents to the idea of their daughters being lodged 
in the then program hostel. There was simply no getting around this impasse at the time.
However, once we shifted to a model of home schooling with a team of 6 mobile teachers 
in 2020, it suddenly became possible to educate Mogya girl students along with their male 
peers. A completely unprecedented but welcome development. No longer limited by hostel 
infrastructure, the overall number of students the program could accommodate naturally 
increased and now includes 72 Mogya girl students from 11 villages.

It was at this critical junction that Mrs Anjali Patel Mehta, founder of the sustainable lux-
ury resort wear line Verandah and a member of Tiger Watch’s board of directors, chose to 
launch and support Baagh Pari, a pioneering specialized initiative that seeks to consolidate 
and further encourage the recent gains being made in the education of Mogya girls.

At present, the initiative seeks to bolster the education of Mogya girls by providing special-
ized teacher training to our team of mobile teachers as well as by providing materials to 
Mogya girl students that significantly aid the learning process such as stationary, relevant 
reading material and appropriate clothing for a ‘classroom’ environment.
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Vocational Training for the Mogya Girls: 
Tiger Watch took  significant steps toward shaping a brighter future for girls from the Mogya traditional 
hunting tribe through vocational training. Most of the poachers in Ranthambore have belonged to this 
community and Tiger Watch has worked towards integrating this community into the mainstream away 
from poaching for nearly two decades. 
A total of 30 girls enthusiastically participated in this empowering initiative. With invaluable support from 
Verandah, Dhonk Craft and CMAI , we have successfully distributed 15 sewing machines.
Up to this point, 30 girls have undergone training in this program, and an additional 6-7 machines are 
already in use. The impact is already visible as some girls have started sewing clothes for their families, 
while a few have ventured into earning a modest income by providing their sewing services to neighbours. 
Mrs Divya Khandal of Dhonk is playing an instrumental role in training these girls, while Mrs Anjali Patel 
Mehta of Verandah is tirelessly working to gather essential resources for this initiative. It’s a wonderful 
collaborative effort, and we are witnessing positive change unfold before our eyes. 

Supported by 
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  Village Wildlife Volunteer  Report
India is a unique place where wildlife and humans have coexisted     
since time immemorial. Growing human populations and depleting 
forest cover have resulted in a rise in human-wildlife conflict in India. 
Poaching and habitat encroachment have become a major concern 
for the forest department. At the same time, the forest department is 
short-staffed especially at the lower levels, which consist of forest 
guards and frontline staff positions. Due to the limited size of 
Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve, animals routinely move into villages 
situated outside the reserve for food and in search of new territory. 
There is a need for constant surveillance for monitoring the 
movement of these stray animals, mainly tigers. Hence, in 2013, 
Tiger Watch started an innovative program called the Village 
Wildlife Volunteers (VWV) in collaboration with the Forest 
Department of Rajasthan, with the assistance of various supporters. 
The initiative was developed under the guidance of Mr Y.K. Sahu, the   
former Field Director – Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve. It is a unique 
example of successful collaboration between the Forest Department 
and an NGO in the conservation of wildlife by taking local 
communties on board. A first for India. The Village Wildlife 
Volunteers are a vigilant task force constituted of local villagers living 
around the Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve, chiefly engaged in rearing 
livestock and agriculture. Tiger Watch has recruited up to 50 VWV 
from villages adjoining RTR. They monitor wildlife along with their 
day to day business. They also defend the forest and the wildlife around 
their villages. Tiger Watch financially remunerates these volunteers. 
Over the years VWV has established itself as a successful model for 
the efficient management of Tiger reserves. The Village Wildlife 
Volunteer Program is conducted in the forest around the critical tiger 
habitat of Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve. Since tigers have begun dis-

persing into adjoining Dholpur and Bundi districts (Dholpur Tiger 
Reserve and Ramgarh-Vishdari Tiger Reserve), they now cover these 
areas too.

Supported by 
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How it works- 
A contagious ambience of rush and excitement peaks every morning at 9 am. Camera trap images start 

pouring in from a network of  cameras installed on the fringes of RTR. The VWV use smartphones to 
download the photographs and send these using WhatsApp. Our staff identifies each and every tiger from 
photos after consulting our tiger image database. The location of every tiger is then marked on the map to 
keep track of its movements. The main intention behind this program was to monitor tiger and leopards 
movements outside RTR. Slowly the VWV also started providing information regarding poaching and 
other illegal activities like mining and logging in the forest. Due to timely intelligence provided by VWV, 
the forest department has successfully averted poaching multiple times. VWV have played a very important 
role in managing human-wildlife conflict situations. They have also come up with important natural history 
documentation like the brown sloth bear and the elusive small cat caracal. We have now expanded the scope 
of the VWV program. In addition to keeping a track of wildlife, we are following stray tigers to ensure their 
safety. For example, our team of skilled VWV trackers, have continuously tracked tigers T-91 and T-56 for 
more than 4 months when they had strayed on different occasions. It was observed that these tigers covered 
more than more than 150 km in distance from RTR. The VWV are playing an important role in creating 
a positive perception among villagers towards wildlife and the forest department. They assist their fellow 
villagers in receiving compensation for the loss of crop and livestock caused by wild animals. This has been 
very instrumental in reducing incidents of human-animal conflicts around RTR. The VWV have played a 
very important part in rescuing stray animals outside RTR, including Leopards and Tigers. 

The management of the ‘buffer zone’ is very important for a healthy core zone of any protected area and the 
VWV are effectively doing this job at RTR.

Selection & Training- 
Tiger Watch selects and trains all of the VWV. Most of them are villagers who live close to the park boundary 
and are from agrarian or pastoral communities. They are hired for a part-time commitment; therefore the 
volunteers continue to be engaged with their original respective occupations. The remuneration provided is 
not their main source of income, but very specific task based payment. If the individual VWV is not able to 
fulfil the role desired of him, remuneration is halted. New recruits are also selected by the VWV themselves.
VWV with a good track record are elevated to coordinator posts where feasible. Coordinators monitor, train, 
and guide their teams of VWV to overcome challenges whilst working. Generally, one coordinator handles a 
team of 5-6 VWV. He also analyses the voluminous information they provide and makes sure it reaches the 
correct channel on time. Coordinators receive a fix monthly remuneration. The VWVs receive additional on 
the job training from senior VWVs, coordinators and the forest guards they associate with. They are taught 
to use camera traps, GPS, compasses, range finders, conduct line transects and collect ecological data, con-
struction of POP pugmark casts, tracking tigers, etc. They are also trained in using the most modern com-
munication devices, like smartphones. They are equipped with smartphones, OTG card readers (to transmit 
camera trap photos on WhatsApp), motorcycles and 4x4 vehicles for the more of efficient tracking of tigers. 
All the VWV are also provided with uniforms and shoes. The VWV also regularly visit the Tiger Watch head 
office, to discuss issues related their work. We also conduct bi-monthly meetings with the VWV coordinators 
to assess their work. 
https://tigerwatch.net/village-wildlife-volunteers/
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Intensive Monitoring of Tigers 
1. Dholpur Metapopoulation
The VWV have been monitoring the Dholpur tiger metapopulation ever since dispersal 

of the founders (T-116 and T-117) from Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve. This population saw 
the second litter of T-117 born in Dholpur, and the VWV were felicitated by the DFO of 
Dholpur for monitoring this population.

2. Ramgarh-Vishdari Tiger Reserve Metapopulation
 The VWV have also assisted with the monitoring of the new tiger metapopulation in 

Ramgarh-Vishdari Tiger Reserve. This population has come about through both natural dis-
persal and translocation of the founders. The tigress Rvt-02 has since also had cubs.

3. Dispersal of tiger T-136 to Madhya Pradesh
 The VWV monitored T-136 for many months, especially in the month of August when he 

was roaming near Gangapur city before he started crossing into Morena district ( An aerial 
distance of 135 Km from his natal territory in Ranthambhore)  in Madhya Pradesh from 
Dholpur and back. T-136 is now believed to be in Madhya Pradesh.
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Poaching Reports 
1. On September 17th 2022, a bullet-ridden carcass of a Nilgai (B. tragocamelus) was found in the Buddu 

Anicut of Mandrayal. Report by VWV Biharisingh Jakhoda.

2. In November 2022, 2  poachers armed with guns were observed near the Dangarwada area Bairwa Basa-
ti, Bodal Naka of Phalodi range.

3. On November 2nd 2022, 4 poachers were observed with 2 firearms and 2 motorcycles in the Banas river 
area near Badpipal; this intelligence was reported to the Forest Dept

4. On November 16th 2022, a wild boar was poached by 2 Mogiya poachers in the Badpipal forest, follow-
ing which they took it to a person named Dakya Meena

5. On November 19th 2022, 3 Mogiya  poachers were seen roaming with a firearm on Motiadi Plantation
6. On January 6th 2023, a decapitated head of a wild boar (S. scrofa) was discovered in the Kishanpura area 

of Phalodi range. 
7. On January 7th 2023, 3 armed poachers were seen in the Maharon Balaji interior area in Talda range. 
8. On February 16th 2023, 3 poachers were seen going to the forest with a dog and gun in the Dang area 

from Joret Valley near Kalakhet village.
9. On 19th February 2023,  in the  Bud Peepal area, 10 poachers were seen preparing the meat of wild boar 

near the Banas river, 4 people and 8 motorcycles were also seen on the spot.
10. On February 22nd 2023, 4 poachers were caught preparing wild caught fish in Ramgarh Vishdari Tiger 

Reserve, from whom swords, knives and nets were recovered, 1.Deepak Meena 2.Kamlesh Meena 3.Ramk-
ishan Meena 4.Jagdish Meena.

11. On March 11th 2023, Bharatu  Bana (from Fatehpur) and a companion went towards Kaseri Dade from 
the  Hanuman temple path with a gun for poaching.

12. On March 26th 2023, 2 poachers were caught in Ramgarh-Vishdari Tiger Reserve, from whom a fish-
ing net and a bottle of liquor were recovered, whose receipt of Rs 50,000 was deducted in the forest depart-
mental proceedings.

13. On April 7th 2023, 3 armed poachers were roaming with a bike in Kirade near  the Banas river area, 
Ludhawadi Ghat, Pappu Thakur Bhagirath Pura and 2 other individuals were also with them. 

14. On June 1st 2023, a camera trap photo of suspicious persons was taken at Khushalpur Khoh and ita 
nala in Sarmathura range.

15. On June 3rd 2023  camera trap images were obtained of armed  Mogiya poachers in Van Vihar range 
Naka village-Rithora Sone ka Gurja area.
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Reporting of dead wildlife: 
1. On January 8th 2023  the carcass of a striped hyena was found on the way to Bheret Khoh Chandelipura 

in Mandrayal range by VWV Biharisingh and VWV Harisingh. 
2. On January 25th 2023, a carcass of an Asiatic wild cat (F. silvestris) was found in the Patoran village area  

Karanpur range by VWV Harimohan Gurjar, 
3. On February 9th 2023 , a dead leopard’s carcass was found in the  Khora Kedar Khoh area. Reported by 

VWV Battilal Gurjar
4. On February 11th 2023, a dead leopard’s carcass was found in the  Khub Ka Khora Kedar Khoh area. 

Reported by VWV Battilal Gurjar. 
5. On February 12th 2023, a leopard was killed by T- 116 at the Jhiri Nallah in Saramthura range. 
6. A hyena was killed by a leopard in Saramthura range near Bhudkheda village on February 19th 2023. 
7. On July 5th 2023, the carcass of a dead leopard  was found in the nala near Dhobiyo ke Tapra near Haria 

Beddi in the forest of Talda Range, report by VWV Ramesh Gurjar’s associate. 

Snaring 
1. On November 15th 2022, a snared Hyena was camera trapped in Mon Ka Nala, Bherupura area, Bodal 

Naka by VWV  Jagdish Bherupura
2. On December 6th, 2022, a Nilgai (B. tragocamelus) with a wire snare around its neck was camera 

trapped in the Bairna area, Naka Bodal near Bheruji, by VWV Jagdish Bherupura. 

Golas (Crude Gunpowder Bombs)
1. On October 15th 2022, the marks of a detonated gola and a wild pig’s  (S. scrofa) tracks, and blood stains 

were found in the forest near Maharo village. Report by VWV Roopsingh Maharo.
2. On November 11th 2022, near the village of Nainiya in the range of Nainiya, a buffalo’s jaws were torn  

by a gola which was placed by an unknown person in the forest. Reported by VWW Chief Coordinator 
Harimohan Gurjar. 

3. On December 19th 2022, golas  were planted by poachers in the  Bala Ji Talai Dangra area, which were 
set off by a  wild boar and a bull, due to which the jaws of both animals were torn asunder, by VWV Roop 
Singh Gurjar. 

4. On January 10th 2023, a gola was planted  by Felu Mogiya in the  Meena Khedi area, Naka Bodal, which 
caused exploded when a buffalo calf bit into it, reported by a local auxiliary network member. 

5. On January 29th 2023, a cow’s mouth was torn asunder  by a gola  in a  village called Manakhur in Man-
drayal range. Reported by VWV Biharisingh. 

6. On 23rd February 2023  the marks of a detonated gola set off by a hyena in Hiraman were found in 
Dangri’s Talai Talda range along with flour, the hyenas pugmarks and blood. Report by VWV Roop Singh 
Maharo. 

7. On March 3rd 2023, a gola was found in Ramu Gurjar s/o Raghunath Gurjar’s field, report by VWVs 
Harisingh, Jagdish, Hukumchand and Girraj.

8. On March 7th 2023 In Achher Area Naka Devpura, a gola was found near No. 1 Sutadia and Ramsingh 
Mogiya’s family lives in the fields near there, and they were found roaming nearby , report by VWV Harisin-
gh Jagdish and Mangilal Achher.

9. On March 3rd 2023 the  marks of a detonated gola were found in the Bavda Nala area.
10. On March 6th 2023, intel was received about a gola in the Karadki area and the forest department re-

covered it, as well as information about 4 golas being planted by Bhartu Bana in the  Ludhawadi village area.
11. On March3rd 2023 the marks of a gola were found in the Babda Nala area, reported by VWV Roop 

Singh Maharo. 
12. On June 2nd 2023, a buffalo’s jaws were broken after it bit into a gola , Naka Bodal Range, Phalodi. Re-

ported by VWV Harisingh Bairna. 
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Bagh Mitra Tiger Conservation Awareness Program 
in Schools of Rajasthan in Bundi & Karauli Districts 

with help of Petronet LNG Limited 
Background

On March 31st  2023, we were very pleased to launch the Bagh Mitra Tiger Conservation Awareness 
Program for schools in 84 villages bordering Ranthambhore & Ramgarh Tiger Reserves in the districts 
of Karauli &  Bundi respectively as a CSR initiative of Petronet LNG Ltd. This is our first mass outreach 
program with a team of specially trained mobile teachers going to villages bordering both tiger reserves 
to provide environmental education throughout the academic year. We would like to especially thank Sh. 
Sundeep Bhutoria ji for his support in kickstarting this initiative.

Method

5 mobile teachers (all either graduates or postgraduates) cover 84 villages bordering Ranthambhore Tiger 
Reserve and Ramgarh Tiger Reserve in the districts of Karauli and Bundi in Rajasthan respectively. The 
students targeted by this intervention belong to villages which border and therefore have an anthropogenic 
(human) pressure on the Ranthambhore and Ramgarh Tiger Reserves These are specific areas with new 
metapopulations of tigers and therefore a good place for this program to start. These villages are also not 
currently benefitting from any other wildlife conservation education programs. 
Educational material in Hindi is also being prepared and disseminated.  This material will soon be availa-
ble for all to download from the Tiger Watch website. 

Summary of Our Action Plan for 2023-24

S no. Component  Completion by

1. 15  Environment Related Topics March 31st  2024
2. Recruitment and  in house teacher training of 5 mobile teachers  June 30th 2023
3. 2 Teacher Training Workshops with Specialists in Environmental Education November 31st 2023
4. Annual Quiz November 31st 2023
5. Annual Painting Competition November 31st 2023

Topics to be Covered in 2023-24 (Component 1)

1. Geography of Ranthambhore and Ramgarh Tiger Reserves 
2. Flora of Tiger Reserves
3. Fauna of Tiger Reserves
4. Why should we save the tiger?
5. Snakebite Treatment & Awareness
6. Fauna in local Agricultural & Pasturelands
7. Water Sources in Ranthambhore & Ramgarh
 8. Water Conservation
 9. Combatting Air Pollution
10. Plant Biology
11. Animal Biology
12. Concentrated Module on Avifauna (Birds)
13. What is an ecosystem?
14. Ecosystem Services
15. Protecting the Forest

Current Progress

Launch Event on March 31st 2023

The launch was held on Friday, March 31st 2023 at the Tiger Watch Field Office, Dhonk Farms, Sawai 
Madhopur. The audience included Tiger Watch officials, field staff, teachers, local journalists, and other 
supporters. The ceremony was presided over by Dr. Dharmendra Khandal, Aditya Singh, India’s foremost 
tiger photographer, and Mrs. Ritu Shekhawat, Principal of the Fateh Public School in Sawai Madhopur. The 
event was covered by local and state media outlets. 

Teacher Training Workshop 

A 5 day teacher training workshop for the 5 mobile teachers of the Bagh Mitra Tiger Conservation Educa-
tion Program in Schools of Rajasthan was held in the month of June.
We were honoured to be joined by two leading experts in the field of environmental education for this 
workshop namely, Dr. Dhirendra Devarshi, and Dr. Satish Sharma.
 
The topics covered range from the purpose of education, teaching methods, and syllabi to the wildlife con-
servation relevance of local community education. The workshop also included an informative visit to the 
Rajiv Gandhi Regional Museum of Natural History in Sawai Madhopur. 

Teaching Activity (As of August 9th 2023)

As a CSR initiative of Petronet LNG Ltd., teaching activity of the Bagh Mitra Tiger Conservation Aware-
ness Program for schools in villages bordering Ranthambhore and Ramgarh Tiger Reserves in the districts 
of Karauli and Bundi, respectively, began on July 15th 2023. 
So far, the teachers have introduced the concepts of biodiversity conservation, the environment and nature 
to the students through various activities. They have also progressed to teaching a module on snakes in the 
region and the importance/protocols of snakebite prevention and treatment Snakebite continues to be a 
significant source of mortalities in India. Therefore, the importance of this module cannot be overstated. 
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The Dieter & Liz Gutmann 
Tiger Conservation Program



The Dieter & Liz Gutmann 
Tiger Conservation Program

Deter and Liz Gutmann are a remarkable couple who have built their relationship in Ranthambhore for 
the past 18 years. They have lived their lives with honesty and beauty. They have explored nearly half the 
world and have embraced many different cultures. Their love for Ranthambhore is genuine, and they have 
brought happiness to many.
In recent days, they have dedicated their hard-earned wealth, earned through honest means, for the better-
ment of the Earth. They have decided to contribute to the Ranthambhore Tiger Watch society every year, 
ensuring that the funds are used for conservation and community welfare.
Below, you will find details of their financial expenditures for the fiscal year 2022-23.
This work is continuously proving beneficial for both society and wildlife. It has resulted in the dissemina-
tion of wildlife conservation knowledge to nearly 12,000 children, contributing to the progress of wildlife 
conservation. Additionally, you have assisted the marginalized Mogya community by providing education, 
employment opportunities, and a better life.
The result was there for all to see, the tiger population rebounded to the highest it has ever been recorded, 
and today tigers are beginning to naturally repopulate areas outside Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve such as 
in Dholpur district. The rebound was such that Tiger Watch also initiated a new program called the Village 
Wildlife Volunteers which engages pastoral youth living on the peripheries of Ranthambhore in monitor-
ing the burgeoning number of tigers moving outside the protected areas. They soon became a formidable 
team which also mitigated human-wildlife conflict and developed significant antipoaching credentials in 
their own right.
Approach
However, while this is a marked improvement, there were still some gaps that required addressing and the 
Gutmann’s to formulate and support a comprehensive umbrella program that rests on four pillars.

1.Scientific Research & Monitoring 
Tiger Watch has published over 50 pioneering research studies that have sourced information from previ-
ously inaccessible landscapes in the greater Ranthambhore landscape and forged new horizons in wildlife 
conservation research. Research has focused on endangered and vulnerable species such as the caracal 
(Caracal caracal), gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) and grey wolf (Canis lupus pallipes).
Such research is of vital importance for it has not only informed our own conservation interventions, but is 
also policy relevant both locally and nationally, as we saw with the change of the caracal’s status in India to 
that of an endangered species in 2021 by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (Gov-
ernment of India) following the publication of our study on distribution (Not be confused with the Inter-
national Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) status for the caracal).
This year, to monitor climate change and species success, Tiger Watch has selected two animal groups – 
bats (Chiroptera) and vultures . Bats and vultures are vital for understanding climate change as they serve 
as ecological indicators. Bats’ behaviours, such as seasonal migrations and foraging patterns, reflect shifts 
in climate and prey availability. 
Vultures, as scavengers, monitor ecosystem health, revealing climate-induced changes in food sources and 
habitats. These species’ responses to climate-related stressors provide real-time data on environmental 
shifts, assisting scientists in assessing climate impacts on wildlife and ecosystems. Additionally, their con-
servation efforts help maintain biodiversity and essential ecosystem functions crucial for climate resilience. 
Studying bats and vultures is a tangible way to gauge the effects of climate change on the natural world.
Basic data analysis has been conducted for this purpose, with initial surveys for vultures and bats. Sur-
veys have been conducted in three different districts spanning the tiger reserve , and the data is currently 
undergoing analysis. Furthermore, three research papers have been published on bats, incurring minimal 
expenses. These research papers have been published in a respected peer-reviewed Indian journal - JOTT 
(Journal of Threatened Taxa).
I. Re-sighting record of Kelaart’s Pipistrelle Pipistrellus ceylonicus(Kelaart, 1852) (Mamma-
lia: Chiroptera: Vespertilionidae) from Rajasthan, India | Journal of Threatened Taxa
Abstract: Despite numerous studies and surveys targeting Chiroptera in Rajasthan since 1955, Pipistrellus 
ceylonicus has not been observed in the state for more than a century since 1913. Based on an adult male 
specimen recovered from Kusthala village in Sawai Madhopur districtof Rajasthan, we (Dr Dharmendra 
Khandal , Dr Dau Lal Bohra & Dr Shyamkant S. Talmale ) report the occurrence of this species from the 
state after more than a century.

II. Historical and contemporary perpetuation of assumed occurrence reports of two species 
of bats in Rajasthan, India I Journal of Threatened Taxa 
Abstract: Hesperoptenus tickelli (Blyth, 1851) and Rhinopoma muscatellum Thomas, 1903 have been 
reported to occur in Rajasthan. Yet, there has been no empirical evidence of the occurrence of these bat 
species in the state. A comprehensive literature review reveals that the inclusion of these bats in accounts 
of chiropteran species in Rajasthan is due to the historical and contemporary perpetuation of assumed 
occurrence reports. 

III. First occurrence record of Indian Roundleaf Bat Hipposideros lankadiva in Rajasthan, 
India I Journal of Threatened Taxa
Abstract: An erroneously cited text of Wason by subsequent authors has led to the assumption that Hip-
posideros lankadiva was first recorded in Rajasthan in the Bhim Bharak caves of Jodhpur. A careful review 
of Wason’s note revealed that it in fact mentioned another species from the genus, H. fulvus. This erro-
neous citation has led to several research articles published on the ecological aspects of this species to be 
misinformed. The authors discovered a small population of H. lankadiva in eastern Rajasthan and have 
monitored this new population since 2010. Since the Bhim Bharak cave location is erroneous, Kased Cave 
(26.2209N, 77.1024E) is the only location of H. lankadiva for Rajasthan and is therefore the first record of 
the species from the state.
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2. Vocational Training for the Mogya Traditional Hunting Tribe
While the Mogya Education Program brings about change through education for the next generation of 
the tribe, vocational training for older members of the tribe is necessary to wean the community off of 
poaching as much as possible. The Gutmanns’ experience in providing a pension for the widow of Jugraj 
Mogya, a reformed tiger poacher has informed this endeavour We have thus started employment initia-
tives for Mogya boys engaged in the MEP. Over 90 boys are attending public school, and for those who 
have completed their education and are around 18 years old, we have begun to provide vocational training 
in electrical work, auto and motorcycle repair shops, and other related fields. Currently, three boys have 
already commenced their training under this program. 

Mogya boys receiving vocational training in a motorcycle workshop and an electirical shop 
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3. Publications for Educational Outreach
In the realm of educational outreach, Tiger Watch, under the patronage of Dieter and Liz Gutmann, has 
extended its impact through several publications. These materials not only enrich the learning experience 
but also spread awareness about wildlife conservation among various audiences, from students to teachers 
and children. The breadth of these publications demonstrates a commitment to multifaceted engagement.

I. Firstly, an activity book designed for students serves as a valuable resource for young minds eager to 
delve into the intricacies of wildlife conservation. This interactive tool engages students in hands-on learn-
ing experiences, fostering a deeper understanding of the natural world and the importance of its preserva-
tion. The activity book, thoughtfully curated and beautifully illustrated, represents a tangible contribution 
to environmental education.

II. Secondly, a dedicated book for teachers plays a pivotal role in equipping educators with the tools they 
need to effectively convey conservation messages to their students. This comprehensive guide provides 
insights into teaching methods, curriculum alignment, and the integration of conservation topics into the 
educational landscape. By empowering teachers with the knowledge and resources required to inspire the 
next generation of conservationists, this book becomes a catalyst for change.

III. Creating a Tiger Quiz Book for Widespread Conservation Education
In an effort to expand the reach of tiger conservation education, Tiger Watch, with the generous support 
of Dieter and Liz Gutmann, is embarking on a new initiative - the creation of a comprehensive Tiger Quiz 
Book. This engaging book will contain a wealth of knowledge about tigers, spanning a wide array of topics 
related to these magnificent creatures.

Educational Outreach through a Tiger Quiz Book:
The Tiger Quiz Book is not merely a compilation of questions and answers; it’s a valuable educational 
resource aimed at fostering a deeper understanding of tigers and their conservation. It’s designed to engage 
individuals of all ages, from students to adults, in a fun and informative manner.
Covering 200 Thought-Provoking Questions:
Within the pages of this quiz book, readers will find a carefully curated selection of 200 thought-provoking 
questions. These questions will span various aspects of tigers, including their biology, behaviour, habitat, 
conservation status, and the importance of protecting these iconic big cats. The questions are designed to 
challenge and inspire, encouraging readers to delve deeper into the world of tigers.

Accessible to All, Everywhere: 
One of the core principles of this initiative is accessibility. The Tiger Quiz Book will be made available on-
line for free download, ensuring that people from all corners of the world can access this valuable resource. 
By removing barriers to education, we aim to empower individuals, schools, and organizations to engage 
with tiger conservation on a global scale.

The stewardship of these publications falls under the capable hands of Mr. Praveen Kumar, an MSc. Post 
graduate whose expertise ensures that these materials are not just informative but engaging and accessible. 
His dedication to the cause of wildlife conservation shines through in these publications, which serve as 
invaluable tools for spreading the message of conservation far and wide.

In sum, these publications represent a holistic approach to conservation education, catering to students, 
educators, and the budding conservationists of tomorrow. They are a testament to the commitment of 
Dieter and Liz Gutmann, whose unwavering support has enabled Tiger Watch to create a diverse range of 
resources aimed at nurturing a deep and lasting connection between people and the natural world. With 
each turn of the page, these publications inspire individuals to become stewards of our planet, working 
hand in hand to ensure a future where wildlife thrives and ecosystems flourish.
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4.Capacity Building 
Tiger Watch also plays a role in building the capacity of key local community elements within the ambit of 
the organization’s influence.

In this spirit, a painting competition centered around Mandana, a captivating form of spatial art deeply 
rooted in our cultural heritage was held. 

With the support of Tiger Watch, the art competition involving 1132 students was organized in Bagh Mitra 
schools. A dedicated team of four teachers visited the schools to provide art materials, inspiring the stu-
dents to create rural traditional artworks. At the school level, students who secured the first, second, and 
third positions were honoured with prizes such as drum boxes, registers, and pens.

Furthermore, in the same competition, 150 outstanding students were selected to participate in a special 
Mandana art competition. Among them, 25 students were chosen to attend a special program under the 
guidance of Mrs. Divya Khandal, an expert in traditional artistry.

These students were awarded an incentive of 1000 INR each for their achievements. In the competition, 
Ms. Manisha Sharma from Government School Nayapur secured the first position, Ms. Krishna Bairwa 
from Gaurav Shikshan Sansthan Bahrawand Khurd secured the second position, and Ms. Komal Saini 
from Saini Adarsh Gotha Bihar School secured the third position. They were rewarded with cash prizes of 
5000 INR, 3000 INR, and 2000 INR, respectively.

During the program, Mrs. Khandal not only educated the students about nature and wildlife-based art 
forms but also emphasized the importance of preserving the slowly diminishing Mandana style culture. 
She encouraged them to keep this tradition alive and thriving in their future lives.
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 5.Conservation Awareness Program 
       (Bagh Mitra Education Program)

There is an urgent need to sensitize children of communities that will have an anthropogenic impact on 
Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve. Connecting the aforesaid children to their location and context in a mean-
ingful manner and preparing them to act and participate in future conservation interventions is of the 
utmost importance for the long-term well-being of the Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve.

This is the core pillar of the Dieter & Liz Gutmann Tiger Conservation Program, and the scope includes 
villages in and around the Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve. The methodology here entails the identification of 
high and low-priority villages in terms of anthropogenic pressure, the development of specialized aware-
ness material, and the training of schoolteachers to impart conservation-relevant education.

This is a large scale intervention executed by a mobile team of teachers led by a coordinator.
 
The Bagh Mitra Education Program was successfully initiated in 38 villages on the peripheries of Ranth-
ambhore Tiger Reserve in August 2022 as a part of the Dieter & Liz Gutmann Tiger Conservation Program 
after requisite training was provided by Dr. Dharmendra Khandal of Tiger Watch and others.

By the conclusion of the first year (2022-2023) the Bagh Mitra program had achieved the following:

5 program teachers 
13500 students 

69 schools 
53 villages

. 14 topics relevant to site specific to environmental education in addition to a painting competition, a 
competitive quiz, an essay competition, regional museum tours and sports activity programs.

S No. Topic covered by teachers 
1.  Geography of Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve (RTR)
2.  Flora of Ranthambhore
3.  Fauna of Ranthambhore
4.  Why save the tiger?
5.  Snakebite Treatment & Awareness
6.  Fauna in local Agricultural & Pasturelands
7.  Water Sources in Ranthambhore 
8.  Water Conservation
9.  Combatting Air Pollution
10.  Plant Biology
11.  Animal Biology
12.  Concentrated Module on Avifauna (Birds)
13.  What is an ecosystem?
14.  Ecosystem Services

Literature was prepared in simple language by combining chapters related to the environment from the 
textbooks of classes 3rd to the 10th of the school syllabus, with the addition of specially prepared chapters 
on Ranthambore’s Geography, History and snakebite treatment. 
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6. Mass Outreach Programs  
Enriching Wildlife Education: A Grand Museum Excursion for 
Rural Children
A large group of children were taken for a visit to the Rajiv Gandhi Natural History Museum, with 

1030 children participating. This museum holds national acclaim and is where the program 
children had the opportunity to explore several wildlife sections.

These sections are based on desert, rainforest, bird ecology, diversity, and Ranthambhore ecology. Addi-
tionally, they also had the chance to watch wildlife documentaries. For approximately ten days, over 30 
children from various villages were brought to the museum by bus, granting them the privilege of wit-
nessing all these exhibits.

Experiencing life beyond their villages was a rare opportunity for these children, and it is indeed one of 
the most enriching ways to learn. Going out into the world is a chance that is seldom accessible to rural 
children, especially those living on the peripheries of tiger reserves.
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7. Grand  Competitive Quizzes & Competitions 

I. Competitive Quiz 
The competitive quiz engaged a staggering 2000 children. Each participant was rewarded with a certificate 
and other tokens of appreciation, ensuring that the program’s message and valuable wildlife-related infor-
mation were directly conveyed to them. 
Adding an extra layer of excitement to the competition, 500 victorious children received special gifts. This 
initiative also effectively assessed the knowledge imparted through the Bagh Mitra program.
Under the auspices of Tiger Watch, this inspiring quiz competition attracted approximately 1925 students 
from 52 schools spanning 38 villages in the Ranthambore periphery. The competition was meticulously 
organized by a dedicated team comprising four teachers from the Bagh Mitra program, in collaboration 
with school teachers affiliated with the organization. The quiz questions were thoughtfully aligned with the 
Bagh Mitra program’s curriculum, with a set of 50 questions expertly crafted under the guidance of  
Dr. Dharmendra Khandal.
The competition commenced with these well-prepared questions, and representatives from Bagh Mitra 
schools were dispatched to introduce the students to the norms of the competition. 
As per the requirements, multiple groups of ten students or more were formed. Recognizing their out-
standing achievements, the winning groups in each school received prestigious drawing boxes, while the 
runner-up groups were rewarded with pens.
The enthusiastic participation of the students in this competition was heartening, and school teachers 
expressed their delight at this enriching and educational experience. A total of 451 drawing kits, 451 pens, 
and 48 notebooks were distributed. Students enthusiastically participated in this competition. School 
teachers also showed a greater interest in this program. 

III. Essay competition 
Before the end of the academic year, in the month of February, an essay competition was organized with 
1059 students from 49 schools bordering Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve, on the importance of trees and 
plants in human life. Drawing boxes were presented to the students who got the first position in each 
school and pens were presented to the students who secured the second position. 

 8.Empowering Educators for Wildlife Conservation 
and Environmental Stewardship: The Bagh Mitra 

Teacher Training Workshop
In our ongoing efforts to enhance environmental education and conservation awareness, the Bagh Mitra 
Program recently organized a transformative Teacher Training Workshop. This immersive event, spanning 
four enriching days, brought together passionate educators and subject experts to equip our teachers with 
the tools and knowledge needed to make a lasting impact on their students and communities.

Diverse Expertise, Shared Vision: 
At the heart of this workshop were esteemed subject experts who generously shared their wealth of knowl-
edge and experience. Dr. Dhirendra Devarshi, Ms. Sanjana Kapoor, Mr. Nimesh Ved, Mrs. Richa Gupta, 
and their son, Mr. Amar Deshpande, formed the backbone of this endeavor. Their diverse expertise in 
education, ecology, wildlife conservation, climate change, and environmental issues provided an invaluable 
foundation for our teacher training.
Holistic Learning Experience: 
The Teacher Training Workshop was designed to be a holistic learning experience. It aimed to nurture ed-
ucators not only in the field of environmental education but also in the art of effective teaching. Through a 
series of special sessions, participants delved deep into various aspects of our Bagh Mitra Program curricu-
lum, which encompasses diverse topics relevant to environmental education and conservation.
Key Highlights of the Workshop:
Pedagogical Techniques: Educators were introduced to innovative pedagogical techniques tailored to 
environmental education and wildlife conservation. These approaches are designed to engage and inspire 
students, fostering a love for nature and wildlife while addressing pressing environmental issues.
Curriculum Enrichment: 
The workshop focused on enhancing the Bagh Mitra Program curriculum to include the latest findings and 
developments in wildlife conservation, climate change impacts, and environmental issues. Ensuring that it 
remains relevant and impactful is crucial in preparing students to address conservation challenges.
Effective Communication: 
Educators explored the art of effective communication, learning how to convey complex environmental 
concepts, climate change realities, and conservation changes in an engaging and accessible manner.
Empowering Educators: Beyond classroom teaching, the workshop empowered educators to become 
ambassadors of conservation, climate action, and environmental stewardship in their communities. They 
were equipped with the knowledge and confidence to lead and inspire others in the journey of environ-
mental and wildlife conservation.
A Shared Commitment to Conservation and Climate Action: 
This Teacher Training Workshop underscores our shared commitment to wildlife conservation, climate 
change mitigation, and addressing environmental issues. It is a testament to the dedication of the Bagh 
Mitra Program, supported by Tiger Watch and the generous contributions of Dieter and Liz Gutmann. By 
empowering educators with the tools and expertise they need, we are fostering a generation of environ-
mentally conscious citizens who will play a pivotal role in the conservation of our planet’s precious biodi-
versity and in mitigating the impacts of climate change.

As we move forward, we anticipate that the impact of this workshop will ripple through communities, 
inspiring positive change, and a deeper connection to the natural world. We extend our heartfelt gratitude 
to our subject experts, organizers, and supporters for making this transformative event possible. Together, 
we are sowing the seeds of a greener, more sustainable future, addressing wildlife conservation, climate 
change, environmental issues, and conservation changes with knowledge and determination.
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Rajasthan BiodiversityNetwork 

Supportive agency 
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Rajasthan Biodiversity 
Tiger Watch has incrementally worked towards building a pan-Rajasthan approach towards wildlife con-
servation and has recognized the need for a, ‘Rajasthan Biodiversity Network’.
The network seeks to consolidate on going conservation efforts for key umbrella species across fragile land-
scapes in the state of Rajasthan and thus seeks to engage the most dynamic individuals for the purpose. 

Activity
Conservation:
Consolidating key conservation efforts in the state of Rajasthan is the primary raison d’etre for the Rajast-
han Biodiversity Network. There are multiple conservation efforts being led across the state from those 
focused on the Tiger in Ranthambhore to the perilously close to extinction, Great Indian Bustard in the 
Desert National Park. All are of equal importance to their ecosystems and all credible efforts to conserve 
them will be made a part of a broader narrative.
 

Exploration:
The implication of focusing on umbrella species is that a multitude of ecosystems across fragile landscapes 
will be protected. This will include pioneering and groundbreaking research expeditions across landscapes 
in Rajasthan. Any conservation interventions emanating from the network will be the most scientifically 
informed to date.
 

Awareness:
Awareness is the 3rd pillar of the network. All the network’s findings are available on an online portal. The 
network is also accessible to the general public to constructively engage with via the portal. The network 
will be the MOST credible source of information on all matters relevant to Rajasthan’s biodiversity.

Update
The network’s website has made very significant strides to- wards becoming the most credible source of 
information on all matters relevant to the biodiversity of the state of Rajas- than. to date, we have published 
239 articles by 46 authors. The articles encompass a broad range of categories such as species, landscapes, 
conservation, and even ecological history. 
Authorship has also been varied, and has included eminent individuals from multiple backgrounds, such 
as wildlife conservationist sh. Valmik Thapar, investigative journalist sh. Jay Mazoomdaar, and veteran for-
est officer, Sh. Gobind Sagar Bharadwaj as well as individuals from local communities living near protected 
areas such as our very own Shiv Prakash Gurjer. Readership has been steadily increasing, and there is also 
positive feedback from outside the state of Rajasthan. in addition, updated species checklists for the state of 
Rajasthan, have been made available to the public on the website. 
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In this vein, in addition to more than 25 articles, the following booklets 
were released on the platform this year:
1. Dr. Khandal authored a comprehensive booklet titled Lizards of Rajasthan. The book also features a 
species new to science and yet to be described (i.e., given a scientific name or binomial nomenclature). The 
text will greatly aid biologists, educators, and forest managers alike. The book can be downloaded gratis on 
the website of the Rajasthan Biodiversity Network: www.rajasthanbiodiversity.org

2. Dr. Khandal  authored a new comprehensive booklet titled Amphibians of Rajasthan. The text will great-
ly aid biologists, educators, and forest managers alike. The book can be downloaded gratis on the website 
of the Rajasthan Biodiversity Network: www.rajasthanbiodiversity.org
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FATEH SINGH RATHORE MEMORIAL 
LECTURE AND CONSERVATION AWARDS
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FATEH SINGH RATHORE MEMORIAL LECTURE 
AND CONSERVATION AWARDS

We organise this event every year to celebrate the life and work of our late founder Sh. Fateh Singh 
Rathore. The award ceremony was initiated by Fateh ji himself in 2006. It was his way of providing a plat-
form to recognise the outstanding work done by people locally and other parts in India to help further 
the cause of wildlife conservation. After the demise of Fateh Ji in 2011, we decided to continue this award 
program as a part of his abiding legacy. We seize this opportunity to honour people for their contributions 
in saving and protecting wildlife in the state of Rajasthan.

The 11th Fateh Singh Rathore Memorial Lecture & Conservation Awards were carried out with much 
enthusiasm. The event was hosted at the Fateh Public School under the aegis of Tiger Watch. We were hon-
oured to be joined by Mr. Pradip Krishen as guest speaker. Mr Krishen is an environmentalist and naturalist 
par excellence , whose contributions to critical habitats in Rajasthan and beyond have been invaluable.

Sh. Sh. Arijit Banerjee , IFS APCCF Sh. Valmik Thapar, India’s foremost tiger conservationist and Sh. YK 
Sahu , IFS , CCF (Retd.). Sh. Sedu Ram Yadav , IFS, CCF, Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve (now formerly), and 
Sh, Mohit Gupta, DFO , Sawai Madhopur, Mr. & Mrs. Dieter Gutmann were also in attendance as special 
guests , and this year a special photo exhibition on the life of our late founder Sh. Fateh Singh Rathore was 
featured near the function venue.The awardees were from across the length and breadth of Rajasthan and 
were presented with mementos and honorariums. 

Awardees & Their Contributions to Wildlife in Rajasthan:

1. Sh. Ravindra Singh Jadaun of the Thekra Gaushala in Karauli  received the John Singh Wildlife Award 
for developing a longstanding and unique approach towards the conservation of wildlife and restoration of 
habitat in Rajasthan.

2. Sh.Dharmraj Gurjar received the Wildlife Conservation Award for his varied and commendable ef-
forts towards the conservation of wildlife in Bundi district.

3. Sh.Vishnu Shringi ( Fire Brigade-Kota) Award for his varied and commendable efforts towards the 
conservation of wildlife in Kota district.

4. Sh.Himmat Singh for his varied and commendable efforts towards the conservation of wildlife in 
Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve.

5. The Gupta Family ( Amit Gupta, Richa Gupta and Padmaksh Gupta) received the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Education Award for their contributions to the conservation of wildlife in Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve 
through education.

6. Smt. Pooja Bishnoi received the Young Wildlife Conservationist Award  for her varied and commend-
able efforts towards the conservation of various desert species.

7. Sh.Sanju Singh Jadaun received the Local Community Wildlife Conservationist Award for his varied 
and commendable efforts towards the conservation of wildlife in the key tiger habitat of Jhirri-Bhompura

8. Sh.Prithvi Singh Rajawat received the Wildlife Conservation Award for his varied and commendable 
efforts towards the conservation of wildlife in Bundi district.

9. Sh.Pankaj Rajpoot received the Wildlife Conservation Award for his varied and commendable efforts 
towards conserving the critically endangered gharial in the Chambal river.

10. Sh.Danveer Pawar (Forest Guard-Desert NP) received the Wildlife Conservation Award for his varied 
and commendable efforts towards the conservation of wildlife in Jaisalmer district.

11. Sh. Bane Singh Meena (Astt. Forester- Dholpur) received the Wildlife Conservation Award for his 
varied and commendable efforts towards the conservation of wildlife in Dholpur district.

12.  Sh. Gajraj Singh Solanki (Forester- Kailadevi WLS) received the Wildlife Conservation Award for his 
varied and commendable efforts towards the conservation of wildlife in Karauli district.

13. Sh. Pradip Krishen received the Lifetime Achievement Award 2023 for the restoration and develop-
ment of biodiverse landscapes in Rajasthan.

1. Mr Dieter Gutmann & Mrs Liz Gutmann with Dr Goverdhan Rathore & Mr Pradip Krishen

2. An alert audience awaiting the program
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3. Sh. Iskander Lalljee with Sh. Ashutosh Mahadevia

4. Sh. Valmik Thapar & Smt Sanjna Kapoor

5. Assembled dignitaries from the forest department 

6. Dr Dharmendra Khandal kicking off the proceedings
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7.Fateh ji being honored 9. Dr Dharmendra Khandal felicitating Sh. Rajendra Singh

8. Dr Goverdhan Rathore honoring Fateh ji’s old group of guards and drivers. 10. Dr Dharmendra Khandal felicitating Sh. Bhuvnesh Suthar

7877



11. Mrs Rachel Bracken Singh felicitating Mr. Bane Singh forest Guard of Dholpur 13. DFO of Sawai Madhopur, Sh. Mohit Gupta felicitating foreseter - Kailadevi RTR- Shri Gajraj Singh 

12. DFO of Bundi, Sh. Sanjeev Sharma felicitating Sh. Prithvi Singh Rajawat 14. Sh. Ashutosh Mahadevia felicitating Sh. Ravindra Singh Jadaun

8079



15. Sh Arijit Banerjee, IFS, PCCF felicitating sarpanch - Jhiri Sanju Singh Jadaun 17. Mrs Anjali Patel Mehta felicitating students of the Baagh Pari program

18. The team behind Baagh Pari16. Dr. Khandal introduces the Gupta family & the teachers of the MEP & Baagh Pari programs.
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19. Mrs Anjali Patel Mehta felicitating Smt . Richa Gupta and Sh. Padmaksh Gupta

22. Mr. Dieter Gutmann felicitating the teachers of the Bagh Mitra Program ( Dieter & Liz Gutmann Tiger 
Conservation Program)

21. Sh. Bhuvnesh Suthar felicitating Range officer of  RVTR - Bundi Mr. Dharm Singh  

20. Dr Khandal introducing  Ranger Dharm Singh  as Sh. Bhuvnesh Suthar felicitates him.
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23. Sh. Arijit Banerjee, IFS, PCCF introducing Sh. Pradip Krishen 25. Sh. Pradip Krishen delivering the guest lecture.

24 Sh. Valmik Thapar emphatically raising a point after the lecture. 26. Dr. Satish Sharma providing a summary of Sh. Krishen’s lecture in Hindi.

8685



Transcript of Mr. Dieter Gutmann’s Speech
 

Ladies and Gentlemen. My name is Dieter Gutmann, living in Hamburg/Germany. Fateh Singh Rathore, 
we met him by luck in year 2005; in those days, we learned from Fateh a lot about his home, the Ti-
ger-Habitat of Ranthambhore; also, we realized the sad situation when poaching was in the forefront. 
Fateh was depressed; not seeing a clear horizon for his Tigers; but always prepared to fight for them.
Just to give you a short profile of my person to understand why my wife and I are keen to protect Big Cats. 
I spent all my professional career in the International Oil Business. Parallel to this, however, both of us are 
deeply engaged in Big Cats since nearly 50 years; mainly in Eastern and Southern Africa, Nepal and India. 
It started at the homeground of George Adamson in Meru/Kenya. From the Game Warden of Meru-Na-
tional-park, Peter Jenkins, we learned in those days a lot about a „war against poaching“ with victims on 
both sites. We have seen our first Tigers in Chitwan, Bardia and Suklaphanta in Nepal. In the meantime, 
we have visited more than 15 Indian-Tiger-Reserves all over the country; partly several times. For years, we 
have been support TigerWatch and a Research-Project inside of the Kalahari-desert in Botswana Africa as 
well. 

Today, the purpose of my presentation is to give you my findings and concerns about Big Cats : 
The problem with Big Cats is everywhere the same on earth. Let’s just have a look at the Lions as an ex-
ample; since the 19th Century, as you know, Lions lost more than 95 % of their population. When I read 
books and see some documentations likewise from, Craig Packer or Valmik Thapar, also from the Swiss 
photographer and nature-activist Karl Ammann; Ammann said:…“…the animals are dying and we are 
looking apathetically to this situation...“…; …than, you know precisely what was and is going wrong.
Parallel to the expert findings, we have seen the declining numbers of Big Cats with our own eyes. Nation-
al-parks, even Serengeti, Moremi or Krueger, of course Tiger-Parks in India too, are more and more turn-
ing into a kind of an character of an ‚Open Zoo‘; other places are endangered by new roads that are planned 
through parks or by the destruction of forests. 
I completely agree with Richard Leakey’s statement …“…as human numbers increase, the pressure on 
wildlife also increases and, inevitably, there are some hard decisions to be made...“…; the basic question 
is …“…who will make those decisions…“…? By the way, Fateh was one of them; never shy to open a new 
window of conservation-activities.
A BBC-story reported a clear statement: …“…we are in the midst of the sixth extinction event. Biodiversity 
is in global decline…”…, or in the word of Hindi-culture …”…we are living in the time of Kali Yuga…”…
The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) estimates that around 22 % of mammal 
species, 14 % of birds and 21 % of reptiles are vulnerable, or threatened by extinction. This is an ongoing 
ecological crisis that should concern all of us deeply.
Not only in my view, African and even Asian Governments are confronted with the fact : „making slums 
less exploitative“; at the same time, they are not able to fulfill the number of tasks to create jobs embedded 
in certain limits for the general economic development of their countries. I believe, this is the biggest chal-
lenge for Governments all over the world. 
There are more issues moving towards : 
At first, let’s have a positive outlook :…which countries have the best Wildlife-conservation records ? 
The answer was coming out by a group of Biologists, led by Peter Lindsey, of the University of Pretoria in 
South Africa. They suggest „one determinant is the economic value of wildlife to a country“. Botswana and 
Bhutan are dominating the list of high performance. Most of all other countries are miles beyond those 
findings. I have the feeling, that some of Indias Tiger-Nationalparks are also in a very positive direction; of 
course, Ranthambhore is one of them. but, we see also those situations likewise „Canned Hunting“ for Li-
on-Hunting in South-Africa; approximately up to 1.000 Lions dying on that „type of hunting-sport“ every 
year. Jan Micheler’s Film „Blood of Lions“, also the Film „Racing Extinction“ from Discovery-Channel, 
these are horrible documentations of human’s negative impact on nature.

>…Another negative and sad subject is, Lion Bones are in competition with Tiger-Bones on the Asian mar-
ket; in China in particular, bones of more than 1.000 Lions have been exported within regulations of the 
South African Government to China year by year. Behind this business, in average, 6.000 Lions do live in 
around 200 Lion-Farms in South Africa. After 2 years, they have to move via auctions to Safari-Parks, Hunt-
ing-Plots and to the butchery moving Bones to China. 
>…getting more and more dramatic is the problem of hunger around the local population. Bushmeat is one 
of their alternates within the effect of prey-declining factors followed by Cat-movements into more populated 
areas. All this is a key driver for Human-Cat-conflicts. 
India is not alone with the population problem and human wildlife-conflicts; let’s see an example in Africa.
My wife and I, we were for the first time in Tanzania in the early seventies. In those days, the population was 
around 18 million people; now, Tanzania has more than 58 million; the United Nations predict a population 
for Tanzania in year 2050 of around 132 millions; for all of East Africa 841 Million compared to 400 million 
people today ! How can, not only this part of the globe, cope with this extraordinary population growth and 
at the same time take crucial political decisions to protect nature ? This overall situation is a problem for 
nearly all wild animals and of course, wild plants. The driver is greed, money and wrong behavior of humans 
of all social levels of the society for eradication.
Knowing all this, measuring regular effects of natural disasters; topped with effects of environmental disas-
ters and climate change, I believe, it’s crucial to take clear and timely (political-) actions to protect the most 
important National-Parks – all over the world – with a powerful para-military conceptional frame-work – 
may be via the United-Nations; a first step into such a direction is done by the governments of Botswana and 
Nepal. In the meantime – from all those points of you – as experts on Big Cats and their habitats, you people, 
engaged via the vision of Fateh embedded in the “TigerWatch-Organisation” are working in the center of this 
battle front; Dharmendra and your team; thank you so much for your engagements and actions. Many thanks 
also to those people and institutions who made it possible, or better, “give them a big applaus”. And believe, 
Liz and myself, we are staying on your side ! 
Finally, I think on this famous place Ranthambhore, we all of us wish further on a fruitful and constructive 
work with good results as we can see it over the time, special in reflection of year 2005 until today ! 
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27. Sh. Iskander Lalljee felicitating Sh. Pradip Krishen as guest speaker 29.Sh. Ashutosh Mahadevia felicitating Shri Satyendra Singh 

30. Dr. Khandal introducing Sh. Vishnu Shringi as Sh. Y.K. Sahu felicitates him.28. Sh. Pradip Krishen graciously accepting the token of appreciation
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34. Dr. Khandal giving Sushri Bishnoi an opportunity to speak32. Senior members of Tiger Watch’s board  join Smt Singh in felicitating Sh. Pradip Krishen

33. Smt Sanjna Kapoor felicitating Sushri. Pooja Bishnoi31. Sh. Pradip Krishen being felicitated as an awardee by Smt. Faith Singh
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37. Sh. Y.K. Sahu felicitating Sh. Vishnu Shringi- NDRF member of Kota 35. Sh. Sedu Ram Yadav, then CCF & Field Director, RTR felicitating forest guard of DNP- Jaisalmer 
Mr. Danveer 

38.Smt Ritu Shekhawat- VP of Fateh Public School  concludes the function.36. Dr. Khandal & Sh. Y.K. Sahu share the stage
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Popular Media
1. International Tiger Day 2023: Should India cap its big cat 
population? Here is what experts say – Down to Earth  
2. Five Indian students in top 50 of Global Students Prize 2023- Indian 
Express
3.  No More Paper Tiger: Endangered Big Cat’s Numbers Climb as 
India Marks 50 Years of Conservation Project- News 18 
4. The missing data on cheetah extinction – Indian Express
5. The Cheetah Project debacle: A cry for public accountability – 
National Herald
6. Cheetah: Death by ‘Revival’- National Herald 
7. Cheetahs may not get second time lucky- National Herald
8 .Dr. Khandal and the Village Wildlife Volunteers appeared on an 
episode of the  ‘The Journey of India’ on Discovery Channel India in 
November 2022.

Workshops 
Small Cat Conservation Workshop 
Dr. Khandal and Ishan Dhar participated at the 
Consultation Workshop for Designing  Species 
Recovery Plan: SOPs for the Conservation of Small 
Wild Cats hosted by the Global Tiger Forum with 
a special focus on caracals. It is worth pointing out 
that a bulk of the knowledge of caracal ecology in 
India comes from Tiger Watch staff past (Dr. Shom-
ita Mukherjee) and present, especially raw data and 
observations from our field staff such as the Village 
Wildlife Volunteers.

Talk for Jatan Sansthan
On December 23rd 2022, Dr Dharmendra Khandal 
addressed the staff of Jatan Sansthan, an Udaipur 
based non-profit organization working on youth 
issues during their visit to Ranthambhore. Dr Khan-
dal’s presentation focused on the Ranthambhore Ti-
ger Reserve, and the wildlife conservation initiatives 
undertaken over the years, as well as the relevance 
of the youth to wildlife conservation. 

Panel Discussion on “ Spare 
Wildlife”
Dr. Dharmendra Khandal participated in a compre-
hensive panel discussion on wildlife tourism featur-
ing Dr Dharmendra Khandal which was moderated 
by Sh. Arijit Banerjee, PCCF.

My India Foundation Awards 
(MIF)-2023
We were honoured and delighted to share that our 
conservation biologist Dr Dharmendra Khandal 
was felicitated by the My India Foundation at the 
MIF Awards-2023 for his contributions to the con-
servation of wildlife. 
We would like to especially thank Sh. Neeraj Dan-
gi, MP (Rajya Sabha), Dr. C.P. Joshi, Speaker of 
the Legislative Assembly of Rajasthan, Dr Chan-
drabhan, Sh. Karan Singh Yadav, former MP (Lok 
Sabha), and Sh. Tejpal Singh Yadav, Chairman, MIF 
for their support. 
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Informal Interaction with Stakeholders and Fateh’s 
Friends 

On October 16th 2022, we hosted an informal interactive session with our Village Wildlife Volunteers , 
retired forest officers and guards, local community leaders, friends and family of our late founder Sh. Fateh 
Singh Rathore and other friends of Tiger Watch. A true reflection of the sheer breadth of humanity Fateh ji 
inspired in the service of the tiger during his years and beyond.

We were also fortunate to be joined by Sh. Valmik Thapar, India’s foremost tiger conservationist , who dis-
cussed and presented copies of his brand new book on the tigers of Ranthambhore titled ‘Tiger Gold’ to all 
who were present. 
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Aditya ‘Dicky’ Singh (1966-2023)
 

It is with tremendous sadness that we woke up to the untimely passing of Aditya ‘Dicky’ 
Singh on the morning of September 6th.
 
Aditya was a renowned wildlife photographer whose iconic images of the tigers of Ranth-
ambhore remain unmatched. He and his wife Poonam, made Ranthambhore their home 
in 1998, and eventually, Ranthambhore became their tiger paradise. Social media was not 
prevalent then, and few people knew anything about tigers, but Aditya’s fingers were always 
on the pulse of Ranthambhore’s successive tiger generations, and a steadily growing number 
of enthusiasts all over the world eagerly awaited his blog posts on the 
subject. 

Aditya was also a steadfast supporter of all things Tiger Watch, even personally partici-
pating in our early antipoaching work such as ‘Operation Cooperation’. And later without 
exception, generously making his time and images available for our crucial publications, 
databases and the like. He and his friends, at times, also helped procure material support 
for our organisation.

After the success of the first BBC documentary he worked on, hardly any film project in 
Ranthambhore could have been completed without Aditya’s input. He collaborated with 
world-renowned wildlife filmmakers, offering much-needed advice and support on filming 
tigers, working with organizations like National Geographic, Animal Planet, Discovery, 
Disney, and more. Often speaking fearlessly and candidly on the scientific aspects related 
to nature and wildlife, Aditya spoke appropriately when needed, harshly when required, yet 
always truthfully. He spoke without pretence and without any selfishness, it was never about 
him. He was a true and authentic voice for the tigers of Ranthambhore. 
Aditya and Poonam’s concern for the long-term well-being of Ranthambhore’s wildlife 
eventually led them to buy 35 acres of barren land outside Ranthambhore and, over 21 
years, convert it into an incredibly useful de facto extension of the protected area. Today, it 
has become a magnificent place where thousands of  Dhonk trees thrive, where both tigers 
and prey species, especially Sambar deer, benefit from it.
   
Those of us who had the privilege of knowing Aditya are devastated and mourning his trag-
ic loss. However, we can perhaps take comfort in the fact that Aditya leaves behind a rich 
legacy that is truly without match and will undoubtedly continue to be a source of inspira-
tion for scores of future wildlife conservationists, wildlife photographers, enthusiasts and 
free thinkers for many years to come.  This is especially true for his young daughter Nyra, 
who has already begun to demonstrate that she has inherited her father’s innate proficiency 
with the camera.
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Field and Executive 
Team 

1. Dr. Dharmendra Khandal 
2. Mr. Ishan Dhar 
3. Mr. Praveen Singh 
4. Mr. Harimohan Gurjar 
5. Mr. Meethalal Gurjar 
6. Mr. Dharm Singh Gurjar 
7. Mr. Hari Singh Gurjar 
8. Mr. Bihari Singh 
9. Mr. Ismail Khan
10. Mr. Shiv Prakash Gurjar 
11. Mr. Man Singh Rajpoot 
12. Mr. Giriraj Gurjar 
13. Mr. Jeetmal Bairva 
14. Mr. Jagdish Saini 
15. Mr. Battilal Gurjar 
16. Mr. Hari Singh Kailadevi 
17. Mr. Lakhan SIngh Gurjar 
18. Mr. Roop SIngh Maharo  
19. Mr. Malkhan Jatav
20. Mr. Jagdish Bheronpura 
21.  Mr. Hukumchand Nimali 
22. Mr. Bholu Balapura 
23. Mr. Hanuman Singh Bangarda 
24. Mr. Rakesh Jarela 
25. Mr. Ramesh Talra 
26. Mr. Mangilal Kishanpura 
27. Mr. Manoj Gurjar 
28. Mr. Inderraj Gurjar 
29. Mr. Mahaveer Kumhar 
30. Mr. Banwari Prajapat 
31. Mr. Asharam Gurjar 
32. Mr. Mukesh Gurjar Kaialdevi 
33. Mr. Mukesh Gurjar Mandrail 
34. Mr. Giriraj Gurjar 
35. Ms. Meera Bairwa
36. Ms. Meena Gurjar 
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Special Report: Tiger Watch’s Youngest Supporter

We were touched by a fundraising effort this year by someone who, at the tender age of 
four, has arguably been our youngest supporter. 

Young Yaya (Nayara), along with her friends, raised $ 360 selling lemonade to raise funds 
towards supporting our tiger conservation interventions here in Ranthambhore. Prior to 
this, she has also been educating her classmates about tigers and their plight. 

Yaya’s passion and dedication towards biodiversity conservation at such a young age is 
nothing short of extraordinary, and we wholeheartedly applaud her noble efforts. We in-
deed hope that this is the beginning of a lifelong tryst with Ranthambhore and its tigers.

We have very good reason to hope for this, for she was no doubt inspired by her grandfa-
ther, who is none other than Tiger Watch Co-founder Sh. Ashutosh Mahadevia!
A big thank you to Yaya’s teachers Steve, Robyn and Denise who have encouraged the chil-
dren and introduced them to tiger conservation. A thank you to J who organized the fund 
raising effort.
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1. Sud Chemie India Pvt Ltd-  20,00,000.00

2. Dieter & Liz Gutmann - 1539570.00

3. Forest Friendly Camps Pvt Ltd-15,00,000.00

4. GOLCHA FOUNDATION- 1000000.00

5. Shree Kasturbhai Lal Bhai- 1000000.00

6. Planet Tiger- 160130.00

7. Velocity Logistic-15000.00

8. Chandra Singh- 10000.00

9. Shankar-50000.00

10. Greenbuild Enertech Private Limited-60000.00

11. Princes Exchange Foundation -180463.00
 

Total 75,15,163.00

Financial Supporters 2022-23
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Tiger Watch
Ranthambhore Road

Sawai Madhopur, Rajasthan- India
Pin: 322001, Ph: +91 9001507777, www.tigerwatch.net


