
Good afternoon, dear Members of Tiger Watch, audience and friends of nature 

My name is Dieter Gutmann,  fromHamburg – Germany;  

As you know, we have been sponsoring the Bagh Mitra Tiger Conservation Awareness Program, 
accomplished in more than 50 schools running a special campaign on TIGER HABITAT in Sawai 
Madhopur. More than 10,000 children were by this means enlightened on the enormous signifigance 
and value of them for Nature and Mankind. Supposedly, the majority of these children talked about this 
to their parents, who in their youth, often had not a single chance to go to school and to acquire such 
knowledge. This is how to create  a greater understanding about this subject for the local people – and 
at the end for the needs to secure those Nature Areas; at least a gift of Lord Brahma to the people. 

…our first meeting with Fateh Singh Rathore;  

…to see the last dominant Male Tiger of Ranthambhore on Run 3; we were alone with the beast for 
about 45 minutes! What a privilege. 



These two experiences were the catalysts for kindling a fire in our hearts, which led us to investigate the 
subject of Tiger Conservation more deeply.  

If you should ask us  why  such engagement from so far away as about nearly 6000 Kilometer; these are 
our reasons and motivations : 

Ø We love nature—especially Big Cats.  50 years ago, we  realised their special value for Man and 
Nature for the first time in East Africa. 
 

Ø We began to understand that men must succeed in preserving, maintaining, and, if possible, 
expanding the Protected Natural areas that already exist. 
 

Ø In India, this concerns us with some important National Parks. The area of Ranthambhore has 
reached an outstanding significance thanks to Fateh Singh Rathore’s lifelong engagement. 
Contrary to what happened at Sariska and Panna NP, the population of tigers did not collapse 
because of Tiger Watch’s  fruitful cooperation with the local authorities in the most critical phase 
at the beginning of the millennium, which grew over time. 

 

Ø Up until 2010, we had the opportunity to explore Ranthambhore several times; we were with 
Fateh in his so called living room. This national Park has an extraordinarily interesting geological 
structure, which did not, from the bird’s eye’s view, let us expect the existence of a tiger paradise. 



Ø We have supported Tiger Watch's activities step by step. Also, supported some Mogya families 
have lived on the park's edge since 2007. We have followed Tiger Watch's strategies and 
proceedings carefully. The solid teamwork with the local Indian authorities was a further asset 
in reaching the goals. 
 

Ø But it is certainly very important not to focus on the Big Cat alone; it‘s also necessary to 
encompass the whole habitat with the support of the local inhabitants. 

Ø We could compare Tiger Watch‘s working methods with our experiences in Botswana since 
2004, where we have been engaged in a similar research project in the Southern Kalahari Desert 
for over 20 years. There, we have to deal with Leopards, Lions, and the coexistence of the SAN 
population. We are also Partners of the Wildlife Authority Development of Botswana’s Big-Cat 
Strategy Commission. 
 

Ø Some years ago, having seen the excellent work done by Tiger Watch, with special thanks to 
Dharmendra, we decided to establish an independent project. 
 

Ø Politics worldwide only thinks in the short term. It is absolutly necessary to manage and develop 
protected areas through long-term, stability-oriented measures. Of course, this also means 
neverending compromise between NGO’s and Government Institutions. 
 

Ø Last year and at this place, I have already talked and addressed „ALL of THIS“ what must be said; 
also when having Nature’s protection worldwide in mind and to recognise in time the ever again 
occurring mishaps and dangers. 

Instead of submitting to Nature’s mechanisms, Mankind, out of sheer greed, is driving a fatal 
exploitation crusade on our natural resources, which will inevitably lead to disaster. Considerung the 
ever mounting speed this process is taking, we shall have – probably already in 2023 to face the loss of 
many vital basics for human life. Now some comments on the present situation in general, based on 
our own experiences. 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 




